
We collected the most important properties of a good, talented teacher. József Öveges 
owed this properties and he was a good lecturer, a brilliant actor as well as a TV-star. 

The gifted teachers’ properties 

- humanity and enthusiasm 

- deep knowledge, own scientific results 

- broad range of educational skills 

- growing the students’ confidence 

- encourages the students to great tasks 

- good sense of humour 

- regards the talented pupils as if they were his colleagues and collaborators 

The gifted teacher employs humanity and enthusiasm to kindle a love of his subject. In the 
foreword to one of his most important works Jeno Wigner wrote: 

„Rarely do I neglect such opportunities to express gratitude to my teachers and the 
Budapest Lutheran Gymnasium. Never will I forget my former teachers, among 
them teacher of mathematics László Rácz, a genuine pedagogue and warm hearted 
man, who first awoke in me a love for his subject.” (1) 

The gifted teacher leaves an everlasting impression on his students by drawing upon his 
deep knowledge and broad range of pedagogical skills to teach his subject. 

„Naturally, we learned physics from Sándor Mikola,” Wigner recalled. “I am proud 
to say that after two years of study (under his guidance at the secondary school), the 
physics courses at the Budapest University of Technical Sciences (Muegyetem) and 
the Berlin Technische Hochschule seemed to be almost mere repetition.” (2) 

The gifted teacher has the rare ability to nurture the student whose talents surpass his own: 
he nurtures the student’s confidence and encourages him to try his hand at ever more challenging tasks. 

„Wigner’s Nobel lecture, like his own contributions to physics, was distinguished by 
his ability to use extremely complex mathematical logic to explain physical 
principles with great simplicity. In his acceptance speech, Wigner paid tribute to his 
high school mathematics teacher, László Rátz, to his lifelong friend, the 
mathematician John von Neumann; and to his graduate mentor, Michael Polányi.” (3) 

Over TV Öveges could not praise the pupils, but his equipment was so simple and his 
explanations were so suggestive, that the children, and sometimes also the adults 
themselves repeated the TV-experiments at home. 

The discerner and cultivator of  talents 

As was mentioned above, a rare and special human quality distinguishes those teachers 
capable of working with pupils more talented than themselves. Fully aware of the greater 
intelligence of their younger charges, they still assist them by drawing upon a greater 
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experience of life and broader range of acquired knowledge. But over and above this 
noble quality, they are able to recognise and support the talented because they 
themselves are talented. As Loránd Eötvös remarked: “scholarly instruction takes place 
when, and only when, scholars themselves teach. Independence of thought can be 
acquired only from that teacher who himself is able to think independently, and precisely 
independence of thought is most necessary to the scholar” (Az egyetem feladatáról [The 
task of the university]. Rectoral inauguration speech at Budapest University of Arts and 
Sciences, 1891). 

In the eyes of society at the early twentieth-century a successful secondary-school 
teacher was also a successful researcher. One hundred years later we must realise that 
alongside such notions as a musical gift and literary talent, a new and analogous expression 
must find its place in the public consciousness: teaching ability or a talent for teaching. The 
ability to kindle a love of one’s subject, the genuine recognition of a students’ achievements, 
praise – and on the basis of these virtues, the nurturing of self-confidence and the entrustment of 
newer and more challenging tasks. Such are the apparently simple items in the repertoire 
of the successful teacher. However, such qualities emerge from the depths of the 
personality and are just as genetically coded as a talent of mathematics or music. And we 
can safely assume that, like musical talent, the enthusiasm and love – both of his subject 
and of his students – so characteristic of genuine teachers will not always be found 
among us. 

The mediocre teacher grows weary in the face of much work and becomes 
indifferent, whereas a talent for teaching displays itself even into old age. Many recall the 
spellbinding lectures delivered by József Öveges, Miklós Vermes, Károly Jeges when they were 
already past the age of seventy. In 1926 Sándor Mikola said of László Rátz the teacher 
that “he conducted his last mathematics lesson a year ago with just as much freshness of 
spirit and body as he did 36 years ago”. 

Demonstrations 

Demonstrations made of every days, simple matters „easy handling - sure result” – said 
the greatest Hungarian physics teacher Á. Jedlik 

Öveges-books 

Öveges was a good writer as well. His style was also suggestive. At the end at the 7th class 
I got from the school, as a present, an Öveges-book: The electricity an the life. I repeated the 
experiments and I solved the numerical problems. 

Öveges’s experiments on TV 

He was a real writer, he gave very impressive title for his experiments e.g. 

- “clothes pincers as a rocket” 

- “sparking chair” 

- “secret of the spinning ball” 
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Memorials and Sites of  József Öveges in Hungary 

Kecskemét (County Bács-Kiskun): 
Piaristák tere 5. (square) Known as SCOLA PIAE, the Piarist Primary and Secondary 
Grammar School has a marble plaque at the entrance of its second floor physics 
laboratory: 
Öveges József (1895-1979) piarist and populariser of physics took his school leaving 
examination in 1915. Erected by the Piarist Alumni to commemorate the centenary of 
his birth. 

 

Páka (County Zala): 
Kossuth u. 41. A commemorative plaque was erected on 1 May, 1993 to mark Öveges 
József’s house, which stands adjacent to the house in which he was born and which has 
partly been demolished: 
In this house was born Öveges József 1895-1979. Experimenting professor of physics, 
awarded with the Kossuth-Prize, Populariser of the Scientific culture. Erected by the 
Local Government and the People of Páka. 
At the ceremony all shools and institutions bearing his name were present and laid a 
wrath at the house. 
Ifjúság u. 13. At the name-giving ceremony (2000) of the Öveges József Primary School 
and Nursery a marble plaque with an Öveges-portrait by Ms Koplár Katalin was erected 
and an Öveges Memorial Room was opened. 

 

Pér (County Gyor-Moson-Sopron): 
Szent Imre u. 67. The Öveges József Primary School has a portrait of Öveges with a 
marble plaque underneath in its aula. The inscription, unveiled on 17 May, 1997: 
Erected to commemorate Öveges József 1895-1979 after whom the School was named. 
The grave of Öveges’s grandparents is taken meticulous care of in the Pér public 
cemetary. 

 

Tata (County Komárom-Esztergom): 
Tanoda tér 5. There is a plaque on the first floor of the Eötvös József Secondary 
Grammar School at the small lake: 
Öveges József 1895-1979, Physicist, awarded the Kossuth-Prize, worked in this school 
from 1922 till 1924 and from 1930 till 1940. Erected in 1980. 
Tóparti sétány (promenade) The visitor can find a nice statue of Öveges by Béla Tóth 
unveiled in 2002. 
Öveges József utca (street) 

 

Zalaegerszeg (County Zala): 
Iskola u. 1. The Öveges József primary School is located in the Andráshida part of the 
town. There is an Öveges Memorial Wall in the lounge of the school:On 9 November 
1984, the School was celebrating the centenary of its foundation and on the very same 
day adopted the name Öveges József. 
Entering the Public Cemetary through the little gate on the left hand side, the visitor will 
immediately spot the black marble grave of Öveges József: 
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Professor Öveges József, Winner of the Kossuth, SZOT and Prometheus Prizes. 1895-
1979. Zalaegerszeg also has a Scientific Society „Öveges József”. 
 
Budapest, the capital 

II District 

Varsányi Udvar (yard) 2, rear building at Varsányi Irén utca 33. There is a plaque dedicated 
to József Öveges (1895-1979) here that reads: 

The esteemed Teacher of Physics renowned for his Experiments and his 
Commitment to Natural Sciences, József Öveges lived and worked in this house. 
This Plaque was erected to Commemorate the 90th Anniversary of his Birth by the 
Council of Budapest, The Capitol, TIT [Society for Popularizing Science], MTESZ 
[Association of Technical and Scientific Societies] and National Television in 1985 

XI District 

Beregszászi út 10, József Öveges Vocational and Technical Secondary School. To the right 
of its entrance is a black marble plaque that was erected in 1991 with the inscription: 

József Öveges 1895-1979 Space is Endless for the Creative Man 
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